Eighth Grade Humanities

Mrs. Johnson
Description
Humanities consists of two subjects: US History and Language Arts.  The time period covered in history will be from the early colonial period through the late 1800s. Students will learn to take lecture notes, complete study packets and projects, and write about topics in history, all in order to prepare for the high school history program. Our language arts program will alternate between writing and literature units. We will be reading Chains first quarter to coincide with our study of events leading up to the Revolution, and The Adventures of Tom Sawyer will be read third quarter while we cover the mid-1800s in history. Writing will be stressed in both formal and informal formats; students will complete a variety of essays and stories throughout the year. Grammar, vocabulary, proofreading, and an outside reading requirement will continue to be part of the Language Arts program.

Requirements
1. Be on time! The school tardy policy will be enforced.

2. Be prepared! Bring all necessary supplies to class each day unless otherwise instructed. ALWAYS bring the appropriate textbook, paper, a pen or pencil, a highlighter, and a silent reading book.  Other supplies may be necessary for projects and will be announced in advance of the project.

3. Be courteous! We will go over class rules and consequences.  Students are expected to follow both school and classroom rules.  Checks given for broken rules will be used to determine the citizenship mark at the end of each quarter.

4. No distraction will be tolerated! This means food, gum, toys, makeup, etc. Any confiscated item will be held until a parent comes to retrieve it. Cell phones and other electronics will be given to the vice principal for pick up. Water is the only drink permitted in the classroom.

Responsibilities
1. All assignments should be neat, complete, and on time.  Incomplete or illegible work will not be given credit.  NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED. Missing and/or incomplete assignment totals will be used to calculate the work habits grade each quarter. 

2. Copied work is at no time acceptable! Students caught copying homework and the students providing the work being copied will receive zeros on the assignment and will have citizenship marks lowered a letter.  DO YOUR OWN WORK!

3. For excused absences, students may make up tests, class work, and homework.  Students will have the number of days of the absence plus one to make up all work. It is the student’s responsibility to find out what has been missed.  Requests for makeup work should NOT be left on the school voice mail. Use computer resources to your advantage! The school has a web site linked to my site and the AR list. A two week schedule of class and homework will be distributed to students and posted on the school web site.  If your printer at home isn’t working, email me your assignment(
The addresses are:

http://www.oakparkusd.org/mcms/site/default.asp 





kjohnson@opusd.org
Grading
Each homework assignment, quiz, project, or test has a certain point value. Typically, tests will be worth 100 points, quizzes 20-25, homework 5, and projects will vary in point totals.  AR will be worth approximately 10% of the language arts grade.

At the end of each grading period, each students point totals will be converted into a letter grade based on the following scale:

100% = A+

88-89% = B+

78-79% = C+

68-69% = D+



93-99% = A

83-87% = B

73-77% = C

63-67% = D

90-92% = A-

80-82% = B-

70-72% = C-

60-62% = D-










59% or lower = F

Citizenship and work habits marks will be determined on the following scale:


0 – 2 checks/missing or incomplete assignments = O

* 3or lower on


3 – 4 checks/missing or incomplete assignments = S

homework is 


5 – 6 checks/missing or incomplete assignments = N

considered


7+     checks/missing or incomplete assignments = U

incomplete*

**Citizenship marks are very important for 8th graders! Any more than 4 U’s in citizenship in the school year or more than one in the last quarter will disqualify a student from year-end activities – including culmination!**

Help
Besides in class test reviews, before and after school study sessions may be held if enough students show interest.  Students are ALWAYS welcome to make appointments for individual help or to review tests. 

Parents and students may reach me through email: kjohnson@opusd.org
Wishing you a wonderful year!

Mrs. Kim Johnson

